DAVE ENGEBRETSON

Dave Engebretson raced in the first ever race at Huset’s on May 23rd, 1954. His car was a 1937 Ford
tudor sedan that he purchased for $40.00 and made summertime payments to satisfy the debt. He won
his first race that same summer, in Mitchell, SD, driving Red Hartford's 1937 Ford coupe and raced at
both Huset’s and the old Soo Speedway throughout the mid to late 1950s. In the early 1960s,
Engebretson drove a 1937 Ford coupe powered by a Ford 292 c.i. OHV engine and ran Jackson,
Minnesota and the old Minnesota State Stock Car Association. He won the Minnesota Association title
twice as well as the Jackson championship. Engebretson drove for Mel Hagberg, Marlyn Hanten and
Marlo and Jay Egge during the 1963 season at Huset’s. The Egges built a new car for the 1964 season. It
was a new lightweight, cut down '32 Ford sedan, powered by a Ford 289 c.i 'Cobra' OHV horse, and Dave
was selected as the driver. He responded by winning four features in a row and the season track
championship. It was also the year that Engebrettson stepped into a sprint car for the first time. He
drove a cage-less Chevrolet powered car owned by Hank Hannestad in selected IMCA races and it was a
hectic season. Engebrettson would run the sprint car on Sunday afternoons and frantically get it back to
Huset's for the Sunday night races. After the '64 season the car returned to California where another
young driver got his first chance at sprint car racing. His name was Jan Opperman, a member of the
National Sprint Car Hall of Fame and two-time Indianapolis 500 starter. Engebrettson ran Huset’s again
in 1965 but missed a lot of races concentrating on the sprint car. He retired from competition after the
1966 season but returned again in 1974 with a new supermodified. in 1977 Engebretson went sprint car
racing for good with a new Trostle and ran Hartford and Rapid City in South Dakota and Knoxville
Raceway in lowa. In 1978 he ran the very first World of Outlaws event at Devils Bowl Speedway in Texas.



