
DOUG WOTFGANG

Doug Wolfgang rose from the humble beginnings of racing a super-modified at Huset's Speedway to

become regarded by many as one of the greatest sprint car drivers in the history of the sport. "Wolfie",

as he is known to many, won more than 500 feature races in 24 states. He scored victories at nearly all

of the major sprint car events, collecting prizes of up to 5100,000. He twice was named tlre National

Sprint Car Driver of the Year and is a five-time winner of the sport's most prestigious event, the Knoxville

Nationals. His break-out year in sprint cars came in 1-976, when he won 23 features for lowa's Bob

Trostle. The following year saw the pair score a record-breaking 45 victories, including their first

Nationals win. ln 1"985, Wolfgang drove the sprint car of Pennsylvania's Bob Weickert to 55 wins in 85

starts, including 1"7 wins in a row. Fouryears later, he set another milestone by winning 44 races and

approximately half-a-million dollars in prize money behind the wheel for Tennessee car owner Danny

Peace. ln that era, Wolfgang became known as one of the "big three" in sprint car racing as he, Steve

Kinser and Sammy Swindell packed grandstands from coast to coast. While appearing to be at the
pinnacle of his career in 1992, Wolfgang was critically injured in a fiery crash in Kansas City. The same

determination that created his success in racing also led to his miraculous recovery from the near-fatal

accident. He eventually made a return to 410 sprint cars until suffering another serious injury in a crash

in lllinois in 1997, ending his career has a driver. Wolfgang has been inducted into a number of racing

Hall of Fames around the country and in 2007 he became the first person from auto racing to be

inducted into the S.D. Sports Hall of Fame.


