
Jerry Cunningham

Living in Sioux Falls, SD, Jerry Cunningham was surrounded by race cars and race teams, growing up in

Norton Acres. As a young boy, Jerry would experience his first dirt track race at Soo Speedway, and the

5-year-old race fan was hooked. Jerry's brother, Tony, worked on a race team with driver Bob Jensen.

Jensen was in need to a shop to work on the car and that's when the entire Cunningharn family got

involved. After taking over the operation in 1"965, the team chose Larry Plucker to drive their modified,

and the Cunningham family would continue to build their own cars until retiring from car ownership in

1970. Even though Cunningharn Racing team had ceased operation, Jerry was still a hearty fan,

attending races at Huset's Speedway and other tracks f ram 1,97L until 1974. That's when Jerry's role in

the sport would drastically change. Huset's Speedway track prornoter Fred Buckmiller (Huset's

Speec.lway Hall of Fame Class of 1998) hired the 23-year-old Cunningham to take tickets at the track.

Jerry would keep that job at the track until 1978, when he was promoted to an official, responsible for

signing in drivers at the back gate and taking his perch in the scoring booth as an Official Scorer.

Cunningham remembers his extensive training for such an important position. "They sat me down,

dropped a notebook and a pen on the table and said, 'Ok Jerry, you're an Offlcial Scorer. Score the

racesl"', Cunningham chuckled. "That was my extensive training." His first Official Scorer's job was with

two Huset's Speedway Hall of Famers, Elrner Steifel (Huset's Speedway Hall of Fame Class of 2004) and

Denny Oviatt (Huset's Speedway Hall of Fame Class of 2006), and paid him an amazing salary of $10 per

nightl A career was born. Cunningham would go on to be one of the top and most respected dirt track

officials in the upper-Midwest, scoring races at l-luset's Speedway and the Sioux Empire Fair ln Sioux

Falls, along with tracks in Madison, Hartford and Huron, SD, Rock Rapids, Spencer and Oskaloosa lA,

iackson and Owatonna, MN and more. Jerry was also an official for youth go-kart racing in Brookings

and Renner, SD and Pipestone, MN, among othertracks. He is most proud of the relationships he has

built over his career, witnessing greatness from adult drivers and the future of the sport in go-karts and

to have worked with three Huset's Speedway Hall of Fame announcers, Dave Dedrick (Huset's Speedway

Hall of Fame Class of 2003), Torn Savage (Huset's Speedway Hall of Fame Class of 2008) and Denny

Oviatt (Huset's Speedway Hall of Fame Class of 2006). Cunningham retired from the official scorer's role

in 2004 but is still active as a photographer and is has been a member of the Huset's Speedway Hall of
Fame Committee, first as an adviser and as a voting member since 2016.


