LELAND VAN EMMERIK

LeLand Van Emmerik started his career in 1975 with a six-cylinder modified car that he built entirely
himself. In 1976 he was the Huset’s six-cylinder modified champion and also the sixcylinder modified
champion at Interlakes Speedway (now Lake County Speedway) in Madison, South Dakota. He moved to
the supermodifieds in 1977 in a Don Jones-built car owned by Dan Haaland of Clarkfield, Minnesota. At
the end of the 1979 season Van Emmerik was ready to move up to sprint car racing. A new Maxwell
chassis was in the Haaland stable, and with Jones spinning the ratchets, they were a formidable team.
VanEmmerik won his first Huset’s sprint car feature in 1980 and won his first Jackson, Minnesota feature
the same year. In the winter of 1980-1981, the team ventured on the road and ran with the famed
World of Outlaws in Florida, Texas and Oklahoma and were loaded for bear when the Huset’s season
started in May. VanEmmerik won the sprint car championship in 1981 at Huset’s, just six years after his
humble beginnings in the modified. He continued to run both Huset’s and Jackson, and in 1982 he won
the sprint car championships at both joints. Surprisingly after winning the two track championships in
the same year, Van Emmerik retired. in the short span of seven years, he won two track titles with the
six-cylinder modified, two sprint car titles at Huset’s and one at Jackson. He is the only man to win
championship titles in those two classes



