MATT RICHARD

Matt Richard tore onto the local racing scene shortly after graduating from high school. The husky
former middle linebacker and standout baseball player for the Sioux Falls Lincoln Patriots made a
decision to focus his attention on auto racing rather than stick-and-ball sports as a teenager, and the
racing scene was never the same. Richard began racing sprint cars in 1990, and he went on to win three
360-sprint car championships in 1993, 1994 and 1996 at Huset’s. He is one of only two drivers to have
won three championships in that class at Huset’s. He began his career behind the wheel of a go-kart.
Richard’s father, Maury, owned Maury’s Repair Incorporated in Sioux Falls, and the two began building
competitive go-kart engines. Richard began racing go-karts at saddleback Raceway in Renner, South
Dakota as a child, and for 11 years, he and his father visited the track on a weekly basis. In 1986, the
Richard duo took the karting competition to a new level and began to attend races around the country.
“We found out pretty quickly how fast we weren’t,” Richard said. “But when we came back to
saddleback, we dominated. They say you're only as fast as your competition, and that was proven by us.
We dominated out there in 1986 and 87. Traveling around really made us better.” Richard got his break
in sprint car racing in 1988 when he went to work for legendary car builder Brian Schnee at Schnee
Chassis. Richard helped build the No. 8D driven by Doug Wolfgang that went on to win a lot of races.
Prior to the 1990 season, Schnee gave Richard a damaged sprint car frame so he could jump into the
sprint car fray as a driver. The car was used only once by Wolfgang, but was damage was enough to
retire it to Richard. Although the car was damaged, it wasn’t terribly significant, and Richard began his
rookie season with solid equipment. His son, A.J., was on the way and budgeting for a child a new race
team was difficult, but Richard clearly made it work. Over the next seven seasons, Richard won the three
track championships at Huset’s, and 46 360-sprint car features between Huset’s, Lake County Speedway
in Madison, Wagner, Rock Rapids, Hartford and the Sioux Empire Fair. He also won two 410-sprint car
features at Huset’s and Rock Rapids. In 1993, he raced a total of 72 nights. In 1997 at the age of 28,
Richard retired from the sport. “I loved the cushion at Huset’s,” Richard said. “The higher it got, the
more | liked it. It separated the men from the boys. | always told people that if you could be fast at
Huset’s, you could be fast anywhere in the country. There are a lot of obstacles and you have to be flat-
out in shape. The car is like a raging bull that wants to throw you off and you need to control it for 25
laps. Richard now lives in Mt. Vernon, Washington — just north of Seattle — where he works as a job
foreman for Tanco Engineering



