
Rob Ristesund has covered auto racing for the media for about 35 years and has been involved at Huset’s Speedway for 
about 40 years.

Ristesund attended his first race at Huset’s as an infant in 1955 when his parents took him to Huset’s and nearby Soo 
Speedway to watch his dad’s brother, Elton Ristesund, race. While his parent’s interest in racing eventually waned when 
Elton quit racing in 1961, their young son’s interest in the sport remained strong. 

“For whatever reason, I became infatuated with racing when I was a child,” Ristesund said. “Everyone who raced at Huset’s
was larger than life to me. They literally risked their lives in front of me every race night.”

Ristesund attended every race at Huset’s that he could talk his father into taking him as a child. He eventually became a 
regular in the stands once he received his driver’s license and could provide his own transportation to and from the track. He
achieved a life-long goal in 1979 when he purchased a 1964 Chevelle Street Stock car for competition at Huset’s and other 
local tracks. 

“I bought the car from Junior Dahl, who also built cars for my uncle,” he said. “I was about as green as you could be for a 
race car owner and driver. The first time I was in the infield at a race track was the first time I raced at Huset’s. I had few 
mechanical skills and knew even less about preparing a race car.

“But I began learning a few things and eventually won some races and awards. The racing award I am most proud of is my 
sportsmanship award at Huset’s.

“I’ll always be grateful for the opportunity to race, even if it wasn’t for very long. It was one of my life’s most enjoyable 
experiences. I also think being a driver and car-owner gave me a better and more balanced perspective of racing when I later
wrote about it.”

Ristesund left racing as a car-owner and driver following the 1983 season, shortly before the birth of his first daughter, and 
once again became a fan in the stands before eventually becoming involved again.

“I still wanted to be involved in racing,” he said. “I had always wanted Lake County Speedway to do well, since my uncle 
was one of the men who built it. I rode with him many times to the races there in the 1960s when he was the flagman. 

“I think it was around 1985 when I told the manager of Lake County, Mel DeYoung, that I would write reports of the races 
there and send them to a regional racing paper in exchange for a free pass to the races. He agreed. 

 

“I had never received any training in writing, but I always had decent grades in English class so I figured I’d do all right, 
writing for a racing paper. Times were a bit different then. I didn’t care to type, since errors weren’t easy to correct, so I 
wrote my stories and results in longhand and mailed them in.”

Ristesund began his first paying job in racing a few years later when he began writing racing reports for Bill Leesch’s new 
Red Devil Speedway in 1988. A couple of years later, he accepted a similar position working for the Rubin family at Huset’s
and also covered the racing at Lake County and Rapid Speedway when the Rubins operated all three tracks. 

“My work became pretty high-tech then,” said Ristesund. “I wrote my reports on a word processor and then sent them by 
fax. I remember many Sunday nights when I faxed stories to about 15-20 media outlets around 2 a.m., before getting up at 5
a.m. for my regular job. But I loved my racing job and especially working at Huset’s.”

He continued to work for Huset’s until 1998, when a sports staff member at the Sioux Falls Argus Leader noticed his work 
and offered him a part-time job at the newspaper. He then began working at the paper year-round, primarily writing about 
high school sports. 

“It was a bit daunting at first,” he said. “I not only had no formal training in writing, but I was also the only sports staff 
member without a college degree. But my co-workers were a great group who were happy to work with me and help me in 
any way they could.”

He began covering racing for the paper in 2001.

“Becoming the auto racing writer for the Argus Leader was a major accomplishment for me,” Ristesund said. “The paper 



had a history of providing strong coverage of local auto racing. I think I had read every word printed in the Argus Leader 
about local auto racing since the early 1960s. I was proud to become the person responsible for continuing that tradition. I 
took my position very seriously and did my best to write accurate and unbiased stories.”

Ristesund not only covered local auto racing for the paper, but also some NASCAR and IndyCar races. His position at the 
Argus Leader was eventually eliminated in 2011 due to company-wide downsizing and he continued to cover auto racing 
for the paper as a freelance writer. He’s also had stories published in a number of national racing publications and other 
newspapers. While now retired from full-time work, he continues to do part-time freelance work and also writes drivers’ 
press releases.

“I often tell people I have one of the best jobs in auto racing,” he said. “I get paid to attend and watch races. It’s pretty much
the perfect job for an avid racing fan. The perks are great as I’m privy to information and have opportunities to meet many 
people in racing not just locally, but nationally, as well. Many of those experiences wouldn’t have been possible for me, 
otherwise.

“I feel extremely privileged and grateful to all who have provided the many opportunities I’ve received in racing throughout
the years. It’s been an experience I’ve thoroughly enjoyed.”


