
ROGER SWENSON

Roger Swenson is a Huset's champion who went on to record one of the greatest driving careers in

South Dakota auto racing. Swenson began racing in l-955 at the age of 17 in Milbank, South Dakota

before racing at his home track in Watertown the following season. ln the 1960s he began making the

weekly trip to Huset's and won the track's supermodified title there in 1966, winning the championship

on the last lap of the final race over Hallof Farne member EarlThomas. With interest waning in open-

wheel racing at tracks around his home in Watertown, Swenson switched to racing late models in 1972.

His suecess on the track didn't skip a beat as he quickly became a dominant driver in the class at tracks

in that area of the state. By the time he hung up his helmet for the final time in 2004, he had scored

hundreds of feature wins at tracks throughout the area. And while he didn't race for points titles for

most of his career, he still scored multiple championships at speedways in Aberdeen, Madison and

Watertown, in addition to his title at Huset's. He achieved a major milestone in 2002 when he won his

100th feature at Watertown's Casino Speedway. Swenson's cars were not only fast but they were

among the best-appearing as well, as he felt that one of the best ways to represent his sponsors was

with a nice- looking and clean car. His cars won first place in every car show they were entered.


