VIRGIL ‘SWEED’ KOEPKE

Sweed Koepke first became involved in racing as a crewman on his brother-in-law Gary Remme's
modified car in 1964. Two years later, Koepke got behind the wheel of his own modified and began
racing at Huset's while also competing at South Dakota tracks in Madison, Brookings, Huron and at the
fairgrounds in Sioux Falls. Koepke immediately became a fan favorite and was liked and respected by his
fellow drivers. He was good-natured and often wore a smile as he enjoyed the competition as well as
the friendships he found in racing. His personality and clean driving on the track earned him the
Sportsmanship award at Huset's. Koepke moved to the newly formed Six-Cylinder Modified class in
1974. In 1975, he debuted a new Nance car that was one of the best-appearing machines on the track.
With his new car, Koepke drove to one of the most dominating seasons seen at Huset's. He won eight
feature races in a row while usually starting last in the field and won the points title by a landslide.
Koepke abruptly retired from driving on the opening night of racing at Huset's in May of 1976 at the age
of 38. It was that evening that Gary Bott, who had begun his racing career at the same time as Koepke,
lost his life in a racing accident at the track. After being uninvolved in the sport for a period of time,
Koepke became active in racing again in 1997, assisting his son, Mike, when he began competing. In
2005, Mike Koepke won the non-wing sprint car championship at Hartford Speedway. The title was extra
special as it came on the 30th anniversary of Sweed's championship at Huset's.



